WinTail utility description

Name:


WinTail.exe
Command-line keys:
-d

Parameters:

text_file_name




may include wildcards, but only first found will be processed

Target OS:

Windows NT, Windows 2000, Windows 95/98

Application Type:
Character-mode, Win32

CPU utilization:
none when sleeping (not printing characters)

Usage

WinTail.exe [-d] <text_file_name>
-d key signals utility to display Disclaimer statement

<text_file_name> can be relative or absolute path to the text file; it can include wildcards, but only first matching file found in destination directory will be displayed in the window. If specifying long names, please enter path in double quotes.

Utility should be run from the command prompt (cmd.exe), so please go to ‘Start’ menu, then to ‘Run…’, enter ‘cmd’ in the text box and press OK. Although, if utility will be run from desktop, it will display help message and wait until user will not press space bar (or any other key).

Usage Hint

As soon as this utility is command line utility, to minimize time spent to run it you can set-up batch (.BAT) file, containing:

WinTail “/Apache Group/websrv.log”

And place shortcut to this batch file to the desktop. Once you clicked this shortcut, batch file started and WinTail utility will show /Apache Group/websrv.log file’s ending strings.

Theory of operation

WinTail.exe utility operates in classical same way, as Unix utility ‘tail’ except it has no command-line keys. It opens file for reading, tries to read last 800 bytes (approximately 10 rows of text considering one row equal to 80 characters) and displays them. Then it closes this file and queries with interval of 1 (one) second for file’s size. As soon as file size will increase, utility will display added characters.

Please note that there can be up to 1 (one) second of delay till characters will be displayed.

Please also note that file is always opened for read-access only and should not disrupt other normal read/write operations. As far as there’s cache algorithms implemented in Windows systems, there will be no continuous access to hard disk drive/storage device when querying for file size.

